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 The research area concerning the brain and its function was in its 
infancy up until 1970s in India. The beginning of the research in this 
important area has begun in 1960's primarily through the initiative 
taken by stalwarts like Prof. B. Ramamurthy, Desiraju, Manchanda, 
Sharma, Mehdihasan Tandon and others and a society was formed with 
the name Neuroscience Society of India (NSI) and Prof. Ramamurthy 
was made President. When this author returned to India from abroad 
and got a job in newly formed Hyderabad Central University, it was a natural step for me to 
join this Society in view of my earlier work in USA in the field of brain lipids and their 
function. Later on I was asked to take up the Secretaryship of the Society. Few yearly 
meetings were held at different parts of the country and during this period, another Society to 
serve neuroscience has taken birth-Indian Academy of Neurosciences and there were intense 
but cordial discussions that took place among the senior members for a possible merger of 
the two societies. Unfortunately, the discussions did not yield any tangible outcome and the 
existence of these two societies continued and the name of the Neuroscience Society of India 
(NSI) was changed to Society for Neurochemistry, India (SNCI). Another active group 
working in the area of neuroscience has emerged under the dynamic leadership of Prof. 
Sasanka Chakraborthi (Haldia) and 2 more active groups are likely to emerge at Chennai and 
Trivendrum. While all the above events were happening, there was an intense attempt 
spearheaded by Prof. P. N. Tandon to start a national center exclusively for Neuroscience 
research under the patronage of DBT, Govt of India. People like me, PK Seth, Vijayalakshmi 
and others gave full support to him and the efforts were successful and NBRC has come into 
existence. It is expected that this center will be proactive to strengthen neuroscience research 
throughout the country more pointedly in the area of cognition and consciousness.

 I take this opportunity to express my earnest gratefulness to all 
members of the SNCI, particularly the executive committee, for 
electing me as the President. I deem it as a great honor and occasion to 
serve the Society. During the coming years, we have many plans to 
strengthen the activities of the Society. I sincerely hope that with the 
guidance, advice and cooperation from all the members, we would be 
able to fulfill these expectations. Like previous years, the SNCI 
workshop and conference on neurological and psychiatric disorders organized in Dec 2016 
at the Centre of Cellular & Molecular Biology, Hyderabad was commendable. We 
congratulate all the members associated with the organization of this successful event. It is 
heartening to note that many new groups of neurochemists have joined the Society and they 
are forming local chapters. This will promote the activities of SNCI. The NEHU chapter 
meeting being held at Shillong will provide us an opportunity to review the progress and plan 
future activities of SNCI. It will be a great pleasure to organize the next annual meeting of 
SNCI in Sept 2017 at Varanasi, one of the oldest cities in the world and religious capital of 
India. The first announcement will be made soon. I invite all members to this meeting and 
appeal them to send us their valuable suggestions which will strengthen the Society. 
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